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Lancaster County Democratic Party
Convention Slated for May 21, 2016

The First Democratic National Convention was held
in Baltimore, Maryland and began on May 21, 1832.
That makes this County Convention historic for the date
that it convenes.

The purpose of political conventions has been
to nominate the party’s candidate for president.
Beginning in the 1800s, they were a method of placing
more political power directly in the hands of the
electorate. Before holding conventions candidates were
nominated in secret by members of Congress. Currently,
delegates who are selected at the state or county level by
the party members now choose candidates.

The introduction of primary elections changed how
candidates were selected, but some states continue to use
caucuses, as the Nebraska Democratic Party did again
this year. While the combination of primary elections
and party caucuses each use different methods for
choosing candidates, the outcome of selecting
designated delegates is essentially the same.

State and County conventions serve other purposes
beyond nominating the party candidate. The process
offers party members a chance to gather together and
discuss the party’s platform. The platform is a written
statement of the party’s position on the current political
issues of the day.

Conventions continue to be a source of spirited
political debate as well, and important issues and
resolutions are given consideration by convention
attendees. As an example, the Democratic Party debated
the government’s right to outlaw slavery at the National
Convention in 1860. When it was decided that the
Supreme Court could adjudicate the slavery issue,
delegates from several southern states walked out,
resulting in the Southern Democratic Party.

Rules of order are followed during these open forums
to insure that all topics brought forth are given fair and
adequate time for discussion. Additionally, vital
formation and the selection of party leadership occur
during the assembly to assure that the day-to-day
administrative needs of the organization are met on a
continuous basis. Selection of committee members,

delegates to State Conventions and bylaws amendments
are just a short list of the work accomplished during the
gatherings.

Today’s conventions at the national level have been
streamlined, with important events and speeches
scheduled for wide distribution through a variety of
media sources. At the current pace, this year’s National
Convention could provide rather intense deliberation
before a final choice for a Presidential candidate has
been determined. Be a part of the process and join us at
the county level this year.

Where: The Center for People in Need,
3901 North 27th, Lincoln, Nebraska

Date: May 21, 2016

Time: Registration begins at 1:00 p.m.
Convention starts at 2:00 p.m.

Who can attend: Delegates selected from caucus, Party
officials and any interested Democrat as space allows;
maximum 700 attendees.

Why you should attend: To become familiar with and
be part of the process that shapes the current and future
goals of the County and State Democratic Parties.

Next Month We’ll Publish: Who gets to go to the
conventions and what they do there.

“Not to take sides is effectively to
weigh in on the side of the stronger.”
- Rev. William Sloane Coffin,
Civil Rights Activist




PATSY
K@CH JOHNS

State Board
\\f- of Education

Patsy Koch Johns Seeks State Board of

Education Seat

Nebraska Teacher of the Year 2006, TEDx Youth
Coach, Arts enthusiast is committed to helping
students, quality education and community
involvement.

2006 Teacher of
the Year Patsy Koch Johns
has filed for election to the
State Board of Education to
represent District 1, which
includes two-thirds of
Lincoln and Lancaster
County. The incumbent,
Lillie Larsen, has
announced she will not

seek re-election.

Koch Johns, who retired in 2012 after 40 years
of teaching, said she was encouraged to seek the position
because of her “commitment to quality education,
knowledge of what works to help students succeed,
experience in working closely with parents and
educators, and belief in involving the wider community
in education.”

“Every child in Nebraska deserves the
opportunity to grow and develop his or her own talents,”
Koch Johns said. “My children received an excellent
education from our Nebraska public schools and | hope
my grandchildren have these same opportunities. | want
to serve on the State Board to help make certain that
students today and well into the future have similar
experiences.”

Koch Johns said she greatly admires the work
Larsen has done both on the State Board of Education,
and before that, on the Lincoln Board of Education.

“Lillie has been a champion for our students and
schools,” said Koch Johns. “We’ve made great progress
in developing a workable assessment and accountability
system that focuses on student learning and growth. |
want to make sure we continue to monitor this new
system as it is being implemented across the state.

“Additionally, we absolutely must work to close
the achievement gap. There are many factors for this
gap, not the least of which is poverty. Too many children

in Nebraska live in poverty, which dramatically affects
their ability to come to school ready to learn and thrive.
We must work to deliver student support in a
comprehensive, systematic approach to each and every
student in a school if we are to close the achievement

gap.”

Koch Johns said she will also continue the
increased focus on quality early childhood education.

“The research is clear: Quality early childhood
education pays off in terms of long-term student
performance, a reduced need for remediation, and
decreased dropouts,” said Koch Johns. “There is no
doubt this is an important and wise investment for
children and for our entire community.”

Koch Johns said that throughout her 40-year
teaching career, she saw the value of the arts in the
education of students. An International Baccalaureate
trained theatre teacher, she said she believes that parents
and teachers working together offer the best opportunity
to identify individual strengths and create situations that
allow growth for students.

“Based on my experience as a parent, a teacher,
a director, and a coach, I believe the goal of education
should be to instill a love of learning and to help
students achieve intellectual and economic
independence,” Koch Johns said.

“As a state board member, I will listen to
parents, teachers, students, and community members to
ensure we are working together to provide students with
the opportunity to succeed,” said Koch Johns.

Koch Johns became the first in her family to
pursue higher education, attending Kearney State
College and graduating in 1972 with a degree in
education with majors in theater, English, and speech.
She then attended the University of Arkansas, earning a
Master’s degree in theater while teaching acting and also
working in the psychology department.

While earning her Master’s degree, she wrote a
grant for a children’s show. She then directed and
toured with this show, presenting it to hundreds of
children of poverty in Arkansas and surrounding states.

Koch Johns began her teaching career in
Augusta, GA, at Paine College. She was in charge of a
transitional program for students coming out of the
Georgia public schools and entering college with
insufficient skills in reading, writing and speaking. She
also taught in Missouri and in Cozad, Nebraska, before
taking a teaching position at Lincoln High School, where
she was also chairman of the English Department.

Koch Johns is currently president of Nebraskans
for the Arts, coaching at Southwest High School,
working as a TEDx Lincoln Youth coach, and is serving
on the board of the Angels Theatre Company and the
Lincoln Theatre Alliance. She is a past Foundation for
Lincoln Public Schools Faculty Representative, Lincoln
Arts Council community advisory committees, and is a



past board member of the National Federation of
Interscholastic High School Associations, and she
recently directed a video documentary project for
Nebraska Loves Public Schools entitled “Poverty: Not a
Choice.” NET chose to broadcast the production.

Koch Johns has been honored with the
Governor’s Arts in Education Award, 2014; Time
Warner Golden Apple Award, 2003; The NSAA
Outstanding Service Award, 2004; The Nebraska Speech
Communication and Theatre Association (NSCTA)
Gerald Oswald Outstanding Service Award, 1999; The
National Federation of Interscholastic Activities
Association Award, 2005; The Alltel Outstanding
Education Award, 2005; The Nebraska Thespian
Outstanding Service Award, 2008-2009; and The
NSCTA Outstanding Service Award, 2008-2010. She is
a member of Phi Delta Kappa, Delta Kappa Gamma and
the Alpha Psi Omega Theatre Honorary.

Koch Johns has two grown children, both of
whom attended Nebraska public schools and are
currently working in Nebraska public schools. Koch
Johns and her husband Dwight live in Lincoln and are
proud grandparents!

Contact Patsy Koch Johns at (402) 416-3374 or
pk.cozadlincolntheatre@gmail.com

Website: Patsy for Kids Facebook:
Patsy Koch Johns for State Board of Education

“The beautiful thing about learning
1s that no one can take i1t away from
you.” — B.B. King

Meet Melody Vaccaro, Candidate for
State Senator, Legislative District 29

My name is
Melody Vaccaro and I’'m
running to be the next state
senator in District 29!
Before saying anything
about myself, 1 want to take
a moment to thank all the
volunteers who helped
make caucus happen. | saw
S0 many people getting
registered to vote and
changing party affiliation! I wish we could add new
voters on election day too. The excitement was palpable
and Lincoln owes so much gratitude to you.

I value people. | trust women and | trust
teachers. | value public safety.

I support women’s reproductive freedom and the
right of women to access healthcare no matter their
economic situation or age. | support equal pay for equal
work and family friendly policies that give women and
their families real choices.

As a lifelong learner, | trust teachers and support
the fantastic public schools and wonderful private
schools we have in Lincoln and across the state. As a
former public school teacher in Bulgaria, back in my
Peace Corps days, | understand how important it is to
empower teachers in their classrooms, and the risks of
too many government bureaucrats getting in the way of
teaching.

I value public safety. We have a right to be safe
in our communities and when 200 people a year are shot
in our great state, when felons can rent guns in Lincoln
around children, and when the legislature refuses to do
anything at all, I must act.

| love our water, our wind, and our sun. | will
work tirelessly to protect Nebraska environmental
treasures, and our family farmers who are stewards of
the land. I will be an advocate for clean energy
development which will not only protect the
environment but bring in good jobs for Nebraska
families.

I can’t wait for us to get to know each other
better over the next few months. | look forward to
getting to meet voters in my district and working
towards record breaking primary numbers in May with
all the new voters gained during the caucuses. Together,
we can do anything!


mailto:pk.cozadlincolntheatre@gmail.com
http://patsyforkids.com/
https://www.facebook.com/patsyforkids/?fref=ts

Meet Our Elected Officials

Thoughts on the Stormwater Bond Issue
By Ann Bleed, Lower Platte South Natural
Resources District Board Member

According to the Lincoln
Journal Star (LJS), some
Republican members of the City
Council are apparently questioning
whether to put the Stormwater

My Bond Issue for $9.8 million on the
ballot in this city’s May election.
‘ J One does have to wonder what
drives these folks to question this
potential ballot issue. Is it because they do not trust the
voters of Lincoln to make a wise decision? Is it because
they don’t want to spend the money?

The Stormwater Improvement Bond, if
approved, would provide funds to design and construct
urban storm drainage projects, flood reduction projects,
stream rehabilitation, and water quality projects
incorporating best management practices, among other
things. These improvements would, no doubt, reduce
flood damages, improve water quality, and help us
obtain additional funds from the federal government.
And, according to the LJS, the issue must go on the May
ballot, or somehow be approved without voters’ input, if
we are to qualify for $2.4 million in federal funding for a
stormwater project at 56th and Fletcher. Such projects
are critical if we are to reduce stormwater runoff and
flooding, and the resulting damages they cause to
property, the stream channels themselves and to water
quality.

Just last week the US Army Corps of Engineers
(COE) provided the Lower Platte South NRD
(LPSNRD) with their estimates of the flood damages
that were prevented during the May 2015 storms on their
projects alone. The damages that were prevented by
these projects totaled $116.4 million, which includes
$75.8 million for ten Corps dams, such as Branched
Oak, Wagon Train, Holmes Lake, $9.4 million for the
Salt Creek levees, and $31.2 million for the Antelope
Valley Project. By the way, it is worth pointing out, that
the LPSNRD cooperates with the COE on maintaining
these projects, and maintains other flood control
structures that prevented additional damages.

If the intent of those City Council members who
would vote to keep this issue off the ballot is to save
money, in my view they are being “penny wise and
pound foolish.” If they are keeping the issue off the
ballot because they don’t trust us voters to do the right
thing, that is even worse.

In my world $9.8 million is indeed a whole lot
of money. But flood damages and water pollution would

cost a whole lot more. I am counting on the City Council
to trust the voters with this important decision, and | am
willing to trust that the voters will not forget the adage
that “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.”

Jennifer Brinkman Campaign Update:
We’ve Cleared Another Hurdle

March 1st was the

filing deadline for the 2016
election. I am excited to
report that I am unopposed
for the Lancaster County
Board of Commissioners
District 2 seat in the
Democratic primary
election. Our campaign has
cleared another hurdle on
our path to the general election!

Every campaign anticipates important milestones
along the way:

1 Making the decision to run. (The hardest one of
all)
Announcing your candidacy
The Kickoff Event
Officially filing to run for office
Your first Campaign Statement filing

= =4 -8 =

and

1 The Primary Election!

I want thank all who have supported my candidacy
to date. | believe we have executed a winning strategy to
date. We have a strong field plan in place and have
demonstrated strong support by raising more money than
either of the other candidates in the field.

I promise that | will not be taking it easy these next
two months. I’ll be working hard, walking door to door
in the district, visiting neighborhood associations,
business groups and other organizations to talk about the
issues they want to see the County Board address in the
future.

Because | am unopposed in the primary, my name
will not appear on the ballot. So I will continue to make
efforts to let people know I’m running. The campaign
will have a handful of events throughout the primary
season. | hope you will consider volunteering to help us
contact voters, deliver yard signs or support me at a
fundraiser.

Coming Up - Join us at The White Rabbit (formerly
Marz Bar) on Thursday, March 31st from 5:00 to 7:00
p.m.

Onward!



Fault Lines and Fusions
By Karen Amen, LPSNRD Board Member and
Nebraska Natural Resources Commissioner

From the patio
where I’'m currently writing
this, | can look a few miles
to the east across the
southern California desert
and see the displaced
alluvial fans that trace the
lines of the San Andreas
Fault. Slowly but surely, this
part of the North American
continent is splitting apart
i . along that famous fault.

To the west, over and beyond 10,800 foot Mt.
San Jacinto, are the Los Angeles basin and surrounding
coastal hills. This terrain is the result of two massive
slabs of earth’s crust, one made of sea floor sediments,
the other of continental sediments and rocks, “slamming
into” each other and fusing into new kinds of rocks and
topography.

My friends often smile and roll their eyes
knowingly when | start using earth’s history as a
metaphor. But I can’t help it! My undergraduate degree
was in English and French literature and my graduate
studies, some years later, were in geology. So of course |
tend to get rhapsodic about deep time and the evolution
of the earth and life so sacred that it’s a result of those
geologic processes.

So this morning, a few hours after the results of
Super Tuesday were final, I find myself musing about
Donald Trump, Jeb Bush, Chris Christy, Hillary Clinton,
Bernie Sanders, and especially Ben Sasse in terms of
fault lines and fusions. | celebrate our democracy for its
225-year history that demonstrates our ability to survive
the gigantic gulfs that often separate us. Our
commitment to the legal and legislative framework of
our constitution has been both flexible and strong
enough to sustain the compromises needed to bring our
citizens together even after events such as the civil war
or laissez faire economics threatened to tear us apart.

At the same time, | grieve over the gulfs that are
currently opening up along the fault lines of anger and
intransigence and unspeakable prejudices. Over an
attitude that says, “I’m absolutely sure my world view is
the right one and I’'m going to trample over you if you
disagree.” Metaphorical earthquakes threaten to split us
farther and farther apart along those political fault lines.
Do | even recognize a country that seemingly is
energized by the horrific language and attitudes of
Donald Trump and his minions?

Yes, | do. This is still my country where
goodness and light will ultimately win out over the dark.
And here’s where Ben Sasse comes in. As a lifelong

Democrat committed to women’s health access, civil
rights, socioeconomic policies that benefit everyone,
I’ve frequently disagreed with Senator Sasse’s approach
to certain specific issues. But | was impressed with and
grateful for his open letter of two days ago and so proud
for Nebraska that one of our elected officials was the
first Republican Senator to speak openly and forthrightly
about the imperative need to reject Trumpism in all its
forms.

You see, I’'m here in southern California because
my daughter and her husband have just had their first
baby. He was born into loving arms that he trusts will
nurture him and guide him into a good life. On Morning
Joe, Sasse said: “A whole lot of people have had a lot of
fun playing with Donald Trump’s reality TV show about
our kids’ future.” Sign me up as a member of one of the
groups that Sasse’s words will inspire to vigorously
reject that warped reality show. We will defeat
Trumpism and replace it with integrity, kindness, and
wisdom for the sake of all our children and
grandchildren. We will help the fault lines calm down
and fuse new coalitions that bring together the best in all
of us.

" El Sasse crusades against the Infidel.
Cartoon courtesy of Steve Kemper

“Truth is always in danger of being
sacrificed on the altars of good taste and
social stability.”
- Rev. William Sloane Coffin,
Civil Rights Activist




Opinion

You Can’t Drink the Water!
By Dayle Williamson

Over many years
several Nebraskans have
shared their frustrations
with me and stated, “We
need to get rid of the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).” Some of
the latest criticism came
from the work on the
Waters of the United States
rule. Unfortunately, this idea is shared by a number of
our political leaders or those that desire to become
political leaders. For example, Donald Trump told of his
desire to do away with EPA during the last debate.

Even now, during the Flint, Michigan water crisis, some
are saying, “Turn this responsibility back to the states.”

States are responsible for safe drinking water but
the U.S. EPA is required to set standards for drinking
water quality and oversee all states, localities and water
suppliers who implement these standards. The Safe
Drinking Water Act (SDWA) provides the guidance for
keeping the water safe in about 155,000 public water
systems in the United States. EPA officials are first to
admit that sometimes those public water systems fail to
meet EPA standards. Flint is the prime example right
now!

Everyone admits that the State of Michigan has
done a bad job addressing the Flint water problem. U.S.
EPA was also slow in reacting. At this point, four
government officials, one from the City of Flint, two
from the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality and one for U.S. EPA have resigned. No doubt
there are more firings and terminations to come. It is
hard to believe that action to provide safe drinking water
was not provided much sooner. People began
complaining about the water in early 2014. General
Motors even had a problem in their Flint plant as the
water was corroding car parts. GM stopped using Flint
water in October 2014 but people in the community
were still drinking the water!

By March 2015, things started coming to a head.
The Flint city council was urged to return to their
original source of water and purchase from Detroit.
They were reminded that as an official body, they should
not continue violating the Safe Water Drinking Act. But
unfortunately, the city council was not really in charge.
Jerry Ambrose, the state appointed Flint emergency
manger, in control of the city finances said, “Flint water
today is safe by all Environmental Protection Agency
and Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

standards.” There were many reminders that the water
was not safe, but that was the “official” declaration.
People were still drinking the water that was too
corrosive for auto parts.

The Flint story has really unfolded lately and
now 6,000 to 12,000 children have been exposed to
drinking water with high levels of lead and they could
experience a lifetime of serious health problems. Even
more recent, there are claims the water is a possible
cause of the outbreak of Legionnaires’ disease in the
county that has killed 10 people and affected another 77.

While the wheels of government are moving
slowly to correct the problem, many people, including
celebrities, are buying huge amounts of bottled water to
furnish to Flint residents to assist on a temporary basis. |
noticed that Cher has purchased thousands of bottles of
water for the Flint citizens. With that, | feel | am even
contributing a very small amount for the crisis since |
attended a couple of Cher’s concerts in the last few years
and | am so pleased to see the money spent wisely. The
Federal government has now been asked to chip in “big
time” to assist in solving the crisis situation. It seems it
should be obvious to everyone that it is very important to
have U.S. EPA working side by side with the Michigan
State and Flint local government to bring this problem to
an end.

Final thought, how should we discuss getting rid
of the U.S. EPA when our friends and those desiring to
be political leaders bring it up? | always have a little fun
with my friends who suggest that by asking the question,
“What do you think of President Obama’s Executive
Orders?” Many deplore those orders and would like to
do away with all of them (without giving much thought
of course.) During the last Republican debate,
presidential candidate Ted Cruz said that wiping out
Obama’s executive orders would be one of his first acts
as President. If elected, maybe he would like to go back
even further as the United States Environmental
Protection Agency was established by President Richard
Nixon in 1970 by an Executive Order. Now that leaves
me wondering how a Republican Administration finding
success in wiping out the EPA would utilize the current
Washington, D.C. EPA headquarters housed in the
William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building. Congress
could of course change the name of the building again
while they are busy talking about the maze of numerous
environmental issues lacking oversight.



Opinion

The Crisis in Flint, Michigan: Affecting
the Highly Populated African-American

Community
By Pastor Janet Goodman Banks, Community
Activist

The crisis of lead poisoning surrounding the
heavily populated African-American community of
Flint, Michigan has been on the hearts and minds of
African American communities across the state and
nation. This community is part of “We The People.”
These families are concerned for the health, welfare and
wellbeing of their children and loved ones. The Red
Cross, some celebrities, churches and a group of more
than 300 plumbers from across the country have joined
in to assist this desperate community.

The NAACP President and CEO, Cornell
Williams Brooks, has been in Flint, Michigan visiting
with Governor Rick Snyder and the residents about the
toxic water crisis. Cornell Brooks is calling for a long-
term solution in Flint, unveiling a 15-point priority plan
to repair the city’s water system. “When you have a
disproportionate number of black, brown and poor
children subjected to elevated lead, that’s a problem that
grows up,” Brooks said. “That goes to junior high school
and high school.”

The plan also suggests hiring Flint’s youth to
distribute water bottles for minimum wage, instead of
the National Guard.

Officials are still urging people to use bottled
water and filters, but the National Guard is reportedly
cutting back door-to-door distribution. Democratic
Presidential Candidates, Former Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton and Senator Bernie Sanders stated they
would call on the government to declare this situation as
a National Crisis. Senator Sanders also called for the
resignation of Governor Synder. Senator Sanders also
stated: “If this was a white suburban community, this
would not have happened.”

It would be interesting to know if either national
or local political party, has contributed or donated
bottled water to this cause, or plans to fundraise in order
to help with the cost to contribute to this crisis. The
residents of Flint are voters. This crisis will be on their
hearts and minds when they go to the polls. | personally
pray that candidates and the national parties on both
sides will realize the grave situation this toxic water
crisis Flint residents are facing.

Labor’'s Perspective

Understanding the Trump Phenomenon
By John Kretzschmar

A lot has been written about why Donald
Trump, the GOP leader in the presidential primaries, is
currently winning so big. To be clear, the numbers
reveal he is leading among those motivated Republicans:
Evangelicals, conservative people of color, white and
blue collar wage earners, young and old, well-educated
and poorly educated party activists. Progressives can’t
understand how a bombastic person, who seems to be
missing a governor for his mouth, has such a universal
appeal.

| find that | have to agree with much of the
analysis that is already out there; he is leading among all
segments of the GOP because the electorate is angry.
Across the political spectrum the American electorate is
beginning to fully realize that the economy is failing to
work in ways that advance the general welfare of the
nation.

The electorate is realizing that stagnant wages,
retirement insecurity, the inability to provide
opportunities to ensure a better future for their children;
knowing that they are one medical catastrophe from
bankruptcy are not just dominating the consciousness of
the working poor, but the middle class as well.

The recovery from the Great Recession has
accelerated income inequality, which wipes out the
American Dream even for those who work hard and play
by the rules. Despite a record GDP, a record stock
market, 71 months of job expansion and the creation of
14 million new jobs; a shrinking national deficit, health
care costs rising, but at a slower rate; and cheap gas
prices all indicating that things are great, the “on the
ground reality” for Americans is another thing entirely.

Donald Trump, perhaps more than the other
candidates, is able to plug into this idea that “business as
usual”— whatever that means— will no longer work.
Trump desperately wants to be a “hero,” and his whole
life has prepared him for this moment in the spotlight.
His solutions are vague, jingoistic, xenophobic,
thuggish, militaristic, and occasionally off color. He
doesn’t want to appear culturally sensitive to
marginalized people. He says whatever he believes his
target audience wants him to say. He appears “authentic”
and he’s gone against his fellow GOP rivals for being
beholden to large donors and lobbyists. He has tapped
into a real discontent.



I believe this is the economic reality felt by the
vast majority of the electorate: both conservatives and
progressives. The electorate is fearful of what the future
holds. The electorate is tired of “business as usual”
candidates. It is looking for different candidates.
Historically, it is an echo of the fear and resentment that
grew during the Great Depression.

Some nations came out of the Great Repression
blaming “the other” for their difficulties. In Europe, that
led to an acceleration of fascist tendencies in elected
officials. In the U.S. there was another, and in my
opinion, much better solution.

President Franklin Roosevelt famously said
during his first inaugural address, “So, first of all, let me
assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear
is fear itself—nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror
which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into
advance.” He championed what at the time were radical
public programs aimed at putting money in the pockets
of unemployed wage earners. He believed that in a
consumer-driven economy, the best friends of Main
Street merchants were well-paid workers. FDR put
together a broad coalition of supporters that helped
champion federal programs that created and brought
electricity to the hinterlands. His programs put the
unemployed to work. They supported the creation of
labor unions. They lifted up those who were suffering.

So as during the Great Depression, a shadow of
fear pervades the nation today. Mahatmas Gandhi, a
leader who knew something about creating movements
of marginalized people, importantly observed that the
anger is the emotion that rises up as the result another
deeper emotion. Gandhi said, “The enemy is fear. We
may think of it as hate, but it is fear.”

Fear, in my opinion, is a root cause of why
everyday wage earners form labor unions. Unions bring
fairness and justice to the workplace. Collectively
bargained contracts set wages, hours and terms of
employment for as long as the contract is in place.
Contractually, all employer discipline must be for good
and sufficient reason. That reality eases fears about the
future.

When we understand that it is fear, and not hate,
that is generating the backlash against “business as
usual” political candidates, there is hope for fashioning
better solutions. This realization creates opportunities to
build broader coalitions; and it creates the chance that
together we can create a more fair and just society.

“It is ironic to think of the number of
people in this country who pray for
the poor and needy on Sunday and
spend the rest of the week
complaining that the government is
doing something about them.”

“To show compassion for an
individual without showing concern
for the structures of society that
make him an object of compassion is
to be sentimental rather than loving.”
- Rev. William Sloan Coffin,
Civil Rights Activist

Judgment Day

BUSH v GORE

STENBERG v. CARHART,
GRUTTERV. BOLLINGER,
ATKINS v. VIRGINIA, etc.,
CTUST WHAT WERE YO /ﬁz.,
[HINKING, ANTOINE2Z




32nd Annual Patriots’ Dinner
Award Winners

On Saturday, February 20th, the Lancaster County
Democrats held their 32nd Annual Patriots’ Dinner at
the Center for People In Need. Mayor Beutler and 300
excited Democrats attended as they geared up for the
March 5th Presidential Caucus and the May 10th
Primary.

The award winners were:

Patriots’ Awards
Christa Yoakum and Ted Kessler

Volunteer of the Year
Debi McGee

Chair’s Award
Shari Busch

Young Democrat of the Year
Adelle Burk

Labor Award
Larry Carr

Community Outreach Award
State Senator Patty Pansing Brooks

Lancaster County Democratic Party Chair John Yoakum

said that “Nebraska is in the National focus. | believe

that just like 2008, Nebraskans will have a major role in

selecting our next President. For the first time | can
remember we have two Presidential campaigns
participating at the dinner.”

Christa Yoakum

[
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Ted Kessler

Lary Car



Presi dent

Relevant
By Steve Kemper

AAl Il
combinations and associations, under whatever
plausible character, with the real design to direct,
control, counteract or awe the regular deliberation
and action of the constituted authorities, are
destructive of this fundamental principle, and of

fatal tendency, . . . They serve to organize faction, to
give it an artificial and extraordinary force; to put,

in the place of the delegated will of the nation the
wi || of a party. o

-From George Waemli ngt onés

Address

The McConnell cartoon idea materialized as a
means to illustrate the disingenuous and despicable
attitude that this particular Senator continues to show
toward the President, the opposing party, but most
importantly the American people.

Considering the fact that Justice Scalia was a
strict constitutionalist, etc. that set me to thinking about
the founding of the Republic, which eventually led to my
rereading of George Washington’s Farewell Address.
How appropriate that we consider that speech in
reviewing the present state of political affairs which
exists today in this country, especially when we have
political extremists continuously spewing venomous and
hateful rhetoric.

Washington’s Farewell Address was first
published in the Independent Chronicle on Sept. 26,
1796. In this speech, Washington extolls the benefits of
the federal government; addresses stable public credit,
warns against permanent foreign alliances, warns about
the danger of the establishment of an over-powerful
military; and warns against the party system, saying, “It
serves to distract the Public Councils and enfeeble the
Public Administration, agitates the Community with ill-

Washingtonos

obstructions to the

W founded jealousies and false alarms; kindles the

animosity of one . . . against another . . . it opens the
door to foreign influence and corruption . . . thus the
policy and will of one country are subjected to the policy
and will of another.”

“Kindles the animosity of one . . . against
another.” There you have it. An address prepared in
1796 that is as pertinent today, considering our present
state of political affairs, as it were then.

Henry Cabot Lodge, describing the Farewell
Address in his book on the life of Washington wrote,
“...no man ever left a nobler testament.”

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2016

February 20th
32nd Annual Patriots’ Dinner

e X ¢ Center for People in Need al

3901 N 27th, Lincoln

March 5th
Nebraska Democratic Party
Presidential Preference Caucus
5:00 p.m.

A location near you!

May 10th
Nebraska Primary Election
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.

May 21st
Lancaster County
Democratic Convention
Center for People in Need

June 17-19
Nebraska Democratic Party
Convention
Kearney, Nebraska

November 8th
Nebraska General Election
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.

For more information contact the
Lancaster County Democratic Party
830 L Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
402-476-2268
LancasterCountyDemocrats.org
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The Watchful Citizen
By Jane Egan, 1st Associate Chair
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I have been hosting The Watchful Citizen
television program broadcast on the Time Warner
community access cable channel and also shown on
YouTube for a little over a year. In that time, | have had
the privilege of interviewing many outstanding
individuals who embody the above words of Thomas
Jefferson. Every person who has appeared on the
program has been articulate, knowledgeable, and
passionate about the issues they present to the viewers
resulting in a more informed citizenry.

The Lancaster County Democratic Party has
sponsored The Watchful Citizen cable program for
nearly 30 years. Specifically, the Communications
Committee of the county party is charged with
producing the cable television show, as well as
maintaining a website on behalf of the county party
organization and publishing the Lancaster County
Democrat newsletter. Dedicated committee volunteers
produce the cable show, newsletter, and website every
month. I’1l write more about our wonderful volunteers
later.

The Lancaster County Democratic Party
believes in the importance of having engaged citizens
who are educated in the local, state and national political
issues of our time. The Watchful Citizen television
program provides an in-depth interview of candidates,
elected officials, and other community members who
help viewers understand and clarify issues that affect all
of us.

In the past few months, State Senators Ken Haar
and Patty Pansing-Brooks each appeared on the show.
You can watch their interviews on YouTube. Senator
Haar is completing his term in the Unicameral this year.
Senator Pansing-Brooks was elected for the first time
last year. These two outstanding representatives, one
new to political office and the other an experienced
politician were a treat to interview. Not only did both
Senators provide an engaging and enlightening interview
about the many issues that face Nebraskans, they also
inspired me and our viewers to think about and possibly
get actively involved in environmental issues, water
resources, human trafficking, and children’s education
among other topical subjects. We are grateful to have
such high caliber persons participate in our efforts as a
county party to keep the citizenry informed.

In case you haven’t discovered the County Party
television program on community access, check us out
on Time Warner Cable channel 13 at 10:30 p.m. on
Tuesdays, 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, and 12:30 p.m. on
Saturdays. Recent guests include Debi McGee,

A

2nd Associate Chair of the Lancaster County
Democratic Party and Chair of the Caucus Planning
Committee, and Larry Scherer, candidate for Nebraska
State Legislature, District 21. You can watch video
archive on www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems.

Now back to our dedicated volunteers who have
been producing The Watchful Citizen program for
decades. Jim Johnson, our Communications Committee
Chair, is the producer of the show. He previously
received the Volunteer of the Year award for his
work. Janeen Ward has been the camera operator since
1999. Janeen was a recipient of the VVolunteer of the
Year award in 2000. Bennie Shobe, a long-time member
of the County Party, served as 2nd Associate Chair, has
received several recognition awards over his years of
service to the county party and does the studio set up.
Bennie recruits interviewees and uploads the video to
YouTube. I would not have volunteered to host the
program except for these three talented individuals who
make it fun and welcoming for me and our guests.

We are always looking for new volunteers to
learn how to produce and arrange the show. If you have
some broadcast journalism experience—or none at all,
like me—but would like to learn, please contact the
Lancaster County Democratic Party at 402-476-2268.

You can be part of helping us to be watchful
citizens and keep the citizenry informed!

County Party Committees
Monthly Meeting Schedule

All committees meet at the County Party office, 830 L
Street.

Central Committee: third Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.
Executive Committee: first Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.
Communications Committee: first Tuesday, 6:00 p.m.
Fundraising Committee: second Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.
Issues Committee: second Tuesday, 7:00 p.m.
Membership Committee: second Monday, 7:00 p.m.
History Committee: Quarterly, last Tuesday of
February, May, August, November, 7:00 p.m.

Schedules are subject to change; if you want to confirm
a meeting time contact the LCDP office, 402-476-2268.



http://mail.twc.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.youtube.com%252FLancasterCountyDems&hmac=5b1337da089ef19b0c0b1397b2f6db6f

LANCASTER COUNTY

DEMOCRATS

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #1067
Lincoln, NE

Lancaster County Democratic Party

P.O. Box 83213

Lincoln NE 68501-3213

402-476-2268
http://www.LancasterCountyDemocrats.org

Printed In-House with Donated Labor
Return Service Requested

To contribute an article or letter to the editor
contact Jean Sanders, Editor at
jsanders@neb.rr.com or Jim Johnson,
Communications Chair at LCDP@neb.rr.com.

Join the Lancaster County Democrats today!

Your membership helps support party activities including GOTV efforts, candidate support services,
political forums and the Lancaster County Democrat.

$15 Student/Limited Income

$30 Basic Membership
Return this coupon to the Lancaster County Democratic Party, PO Box 83213, Lincoln NE 68501-3213.
Make check or money order payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party or charge to:

VISA MasterCard # Exp. Date
| prefer to get my newsletter (please check one): via e-mail or via US mail.
Name: Date:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Home Phone: Work Phone: E-mail:

I would also like to volunteer: Prepare Mailings Phone Banking GOTV
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